The future of agriculture

Adapting to climate change and water shortages
(Talk prepared for China tour September 2009)
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Problems in common - Invitation for co-operation
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Part 1 Overview of Wicking beds
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A new horticultural system
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Part 2 Fears about future Food Production
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Climate shift
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Competition for water
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How real is the threat of food shortages?
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The role of soil
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Pathogens and disease
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Pioneering species and competition
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Living soill
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Climate change in Australia

Local water harvesting schemes
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Part 3 The importance of Micro biology

Land degradation
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No single solution must use a combination of method
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Water plays a crucial role
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Micro biology regenerates soill
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Part 4 Micro Hydrology
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Sturt and Simpson deserts
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Importance of micro hydrology
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Percolation holes
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Part 5 Sources of water
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Part 6 The wicking bed technology

Background to the wicking bed system
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Applications
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Part 7 Carbon capture
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Paying farmers to absorb carbon ensures our future food supply
and offsets our energy use.



