Global warming

What can you do? We all know global warming is happening. We
know we need a trading scheme but there must be something to
trade, who is going to create the carbon credits to offset the
emissions?

The answer is everyone with a bit of land, and the carbon
trading scheme needs to benefit the many people who are
prepared to set up their growing area to capture carbon. It is not
good enough relying on people doing the right thing; they need
to be financially rewarded.

I have written a letter to Penny Wong the Minister responsible for
offsetting global warming. We need to tell here that there are
people out here who see the need for serious action and are
prepared to be part of a broad based carbon capture scheme in
which the whole community can participate.

So why do you not write to Penny Wong and your local MP tell
that you are one of the many people who support strong action
by the government and that you are willing to play your part in a
‘retail’ carbon capture scheme.

Here is my letter and technical brief to Penny Wong

Colin Austin
www.waterright.com.au
55, Kookaburra Park Eco Village
colinaustin@bigpond.com
Gin Gin
Queensland 4671

Tel 07 4157 2278
mob 041 5851542

Thursday, July 03, 2008

The Rt Hon Penny Wong
Minister for global warming and water
81 Carrington Street
Adelaide SA 5000
PO Box 6237
Halifax Street
Adelaide SA 5000

Dear Minister,

I appreciate the political difficulty of introducing the needed
carbon trading scheme when many people will be financially
disadvantaged.
I attach a technical brief on a system of carbon capture which
would enable many people and organisations to offset this
hardship by earning money from localised carbon capture.
The direct benefits of carbon capture are clear but I feel that the
secondary benefit of making it easier for the Government to
introduce the needed wide spread carbon trading scheme is well
worth your consideration.

You sincerely

Colin Austin

Global warming – are we missing the big one?
Now here is fact which may make you think. Man-made
emissions are only 3% of the total emissions. We, quite rightly,
are trying to minimize our 3% but what about the other 97%.
The expansion in the newly developed countries like China means
that the chances of achieving balance simply by reducing
emissions is minimal. So what do we do? We go after the 97%
we currently ignore. This is not difficult, almost anyone can do it.
And it makes carbon trading acceptable by enabling people to
offset the inevitable increase in fossil fuels costs.
Plants absorb thirty times more than all man made emissions.
Photosynthesis converts the simple and stable carbon dioxide
molecule into complex but unstable long chain molecules. In the
open air in direct sunlight the deadly combination of UV and
oxygen will rapidly oxidize any soft organic materials lying on the
surface. This releases carbon back into the atmosphere. This can
happen within weeks; only the hard lignin woody parts survive
for any time.
Slowing the rate at which these complex organics break down will
create a huge revolving store of carbon. We need to slow down
the rate at which plant carbon re-enters the atmosphere and
balances it against the rate at which we are adding carbon by
burning fossil fuels.
We can do this wherever plants grow, in our garden, in public
green areas, in our natural bush land and by changing our
agricultural system.
Under the surface, protected from sunlight, bacteria and fungi
will slowly break down damp organic material retaining much of
the carbon in the soil. When working in Ethiopia looking for ways
to provide sustenance food in time of drought, I developed a
system called the wicking beds. These harvests rain and
incorporate waste plant material in the soil and so improve both
its water and nutrient holding.
Wicking beds can be incorporated into a carbon trading scheme.
This will enable any individual, institution or farmer to earn
money from the carbon they capture.
The scheme can be simple and widely available. People would
enter basic information about there wicking beds into a web

based computer program and receive direct payment. This will
help to offset carbon in a politically and ethically acceptable way.
www.waterright.com.au and www.easygrowvegetables.com.au

